
A TABLE AMBULANTE WITH 'SÈVRES'
PORCELAIN TOP

Dimensions: H: 28 in / 71 cm  |  W: 13 in / 33 cm  |  D: 10.5 in / 27 cm
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A Table Ambulante
With 'Sèvres' Porcelain Top

Inspired by the original in the Wallace Collection
Originally designed by Roger Vandercruse

Constructed from bois satiné, partridge wood and various specimen woods including stained
sycamore and tulipwood throughout, rising from cabriole legs dressed with gilt bronze sabots and
espagnolettes, joined with an undertier inlaid with floral marquetry, the porcelain 'Sèvres' top tray
mounted within a serpentine brass border with a trellis marquetry frieze below.
French, circa 1860

This table is an example of the small pieces of furniture that proliferated in the middle of the
eighteenth century in France to make the domestic interior more comfortable. Known as a
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chiffonnière, it was suitable for moving around a room and could be used for placing things on, such
as a cup and saucer or some needlework. Boucher's portrait of Madame de Pompadour in the Alte
Pinakothek in Munich shows her sitting at a similar table, albeit without a porcelain top, using it as a
book-rest, candle stand and writing table. Tables like this are very characteristic of the work of Roger
Vandercruse (1728-1799).

Literature:
Hughes, Peter. The Wallace Collection: Catalogue of Furniture III. London: The Trustees of Wallace
Collection, 1996, pp. 1054-1058 (illus. p. 1055-56), for a discussion of the original table (F326) in the
Wallace Collection.

Wallace collection (Londres), and Francis John Bagott Watson. Furniture: Wallace Collection
Catalogues. London: By W. Clowes, 1956, pp. 181-182 (F326), Plate 102, for a discussion of the original
table.
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